**********************************************************************************
FAX

Ann Veneman, Executive Director
UNICEF Headquarters
New York, New York USA
Telephone:   212.326.7000 
Fax:   212. 326.7758

Dear Ms. Veneman,
We respect your position on children’s rights and we are very familiar with your involvement with the Guatemalan government in getting adoption reforms put into place in that country.  We support UNICEF’s position that; “in the first one to two years of life, young children need to feel emotionally close to at least one consistent and loving caregiver for their healthy development and, in fact, for their survival.”
We respectfully request for your direct intervention with the Guatemalan government on behalf of the babies whose adoptions are already in process.   We are very concerned about the recent statement by the Department Of State that all cases will be stopped no matter where they are in the process, on December 31, 2007.   We believe that you would agree that it is inappropriate for babies to languish in an indeterminate state.  We are asking for your help in advocating for a “soft” transition for cases already in process.  Guatemala plans to become Hague compliant on January 1, 2008.  Cases initiated on or after that date should be held to Hague standards, as by that date the information will have been sufficiently announced and government offices will be ready to begin under the new standards.   The birth mothers who have already relinquished under current Guatemalan laws have made a choice based on what was known to them at that time---if cases are abruptly stopped, not only will babies suffer, but women’s rights will be violated.  The Guatemalan government will have taken their “choice” away.
 
I am a parent with waiting children. My husband and I entered into this process in June 2006 and in good faith.  Our two children are currently almost 11 months old and are in desperate need of a permanent, loving family.  We have spent seven weeks with our children and have a significant bond.   For us, these children help make our family a “family.”  We desperately need your help.  
Thank you for your efforts to help remedy this situation.  If you have further questions, I can be reached at.... 
your name here

Cc  Consular General John Lowell, US Embassy in Guatemla
       Julie Furuta-Toy, Director of Office of Children’s Issues
