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Senator XYZ
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City, State Zip

Dear Senator XYZ,

We are writing as constituents who are involved in the adoption of a child from Guatemala.  We object to the US Department of State position regarding intercountry adoption (ICA) from Guatemala and respectfully request your assistance in addressing our concerns with the DOS, as follows: 

1) We object to the DOS insistence that Guatemala enact overly restrictive laws to conform to the Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption (Convention).  The DOS advocates a completely state-administered system of adoption that goes far beyond the requirements of the Convention.  This approach does not reflect the latitude the Convention grants each party nation in developing an adoption system that is consistent with that nation’s constitution, legal framework, and societal infrastructure.  Further, this restrictive stance creates a real possibility that ICA from Guatemala will virtually cease to be an option for thousands of US families, as has happened too frequently in other countries that have attempted similarly unworkable ICA reforms.

2) We request that the DOS advise and support the Guatemalan government in enacting an adoption law that preserves the benefits of the existing system, while supplementing government oversight to conform to the articles of the Convention.  The DOS is misguided in its support of the Manual of Good Practices and the Ortega law, which will likely eliminate the many benefits that the current process offers to the children, the birthmothers, and the adoptive parents.  The Manual even threatens to stop in-process adoptions, contrary to the assurances made by the DOS.

3) We recommend that the DOS allow Guatemala sufficient time to address and resolve the significant financial, constitutional, political and cultural obstacles to implementing a new adoption law that would comply with the Convention.  Upon its final ratification of the Convention, the US has the right to object to Guatemala’s membership on the basis of incomplete compliance with the articles of the Convention.  Adoptions could then proceed on a non-Convention basis until final implementation of a compliant system.  Four countries, including the UK, currently process adoptions with Guatemala on this basis.

4) We object to the rhetoric used by the DOS to describe the legal process of adoptions in Guatemala.  This has become increasingly and unnecessarily negative, includes numerous inaccuracies and unsubstantiated allegations, and irresponsibly presents the entire system of Guatemalan adoptions as rife with corruption and fraud.  This endangers the welfare of children awaiting adoption in that country by excessively discouraging US citizens from beginning new adoptions and implicitly questions the legitimacy of ALL adoptions past and pending from Guatemala.  We request that the DOS stop the use of such damaging language and revise their FAQ on Guatemalan adoptions to eliminate unsubstantiated accusations, correct inaccurate assertions, and eliminate overarching negative generalizations used to characterize the entire legal system of adoption.

5) We request that the DOS provide additional staffing to the adoption unit of the US Embassy in Guatemala so that more thorough and extensive scrutiny of cases can be done without the significant delays predicted by the DOS on their web page. The unit has been chronically understaffed, and has recently added four to six additional weeks to their stated standard processing times.  We encourage the DOS to continue efforts to review their evaluation process and pro-actively address potential and actual problems in the process.

We appreciate your assistance in addressing these matters with the DOS.  We hope that you review the background information and analysis provided with this letter, which was prepared by a parent advocacy group, Families Without Borders (http://www.familieswithoutborders.com/).  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at (phone number or email).

Sincerely,

