[YOUR NAME]

[YOUR STREET ADDRESS]

[YOUR CITY, STATE, AND ZIP CODE]

[DATE]

The Honorable [NAME OF SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE]

[ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER]

[FAX NUMBER]

Via [e-mail/fax] [IF APPLICABLE]


Re:
Intercountry Adoption by Americans from Guatemala



Department of State

Dear [Senator/Congressman/Congresswoman NAME]:

[INTRODUCE YOURSELF AND YOUR INTEREST IN GUATEMALAN ADOPTION – e.g., I adopted a child from Guatemala in 2006 and continue to be interested in Guatemalan adoption OR My sister’s family is in the process of adopting a child from Guatemala].  On September 25, 2007, the Department of State (DOS) issued a so-called “warning” in which it stated that unidentified “Guatemalan officials” had informed DOS of a “plan” to disrupt in-process adoptions from Guatemala effective January 1, 2008.

I am deeply troubled and saddened that the U.S. government, rather than informing American families how it was acting to protect their interests and those of the children they are adopting, chose instead to take a course calculated to induce panic and interject additional stress into a process that is already emotionally overwhelming.  DOS should be resisting this “plan,” which would harm thousands of American families.

Equally troubling is that the “plan” DOS refers to is inconsistent with the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption, particularly articles 7, 9(a), 9(b), 20, 24, 33, 35, 44, and 46, which DOS is charged by law with implementing in the U.S. and has promised to assist Guatemala with implementing.

I write to ask your help in bringing all appropriate pressure to bear on DOS to do everything in its power to protect and advocate for American families and the children they are adopting, including providing complete and accurate information.

[SIGNATURE]

