FAX

	To:       The Honorable (INSERT NAME)


ATT:  (INSERT NAME), Chief of Staff

phone:  INSERT PHONE  

fax:       INSERT FAX
	From:   

phone:  

Email: 


We are writing you on the behalf of the Casa Quivira families.  Their babies were caught up in the raid of Casa Quivira, a licensed foster home in Antigua Guatemala, on August 11.  All babies that were inside the baby home are in-process to be adopted by American citizens.  On the night of August 23, in the pouring rain all remaining babies were loaded into two vans and driven to undisclosed locations by armed authorities.  It is still unknown to all families involved where the children are or the status of their health and well-being.  The basic human rights of these babies are being violated.  

We are writing you because we know that Guatemala is a strategic partner to the US and we give millions of taxpayers’ dollars in aid to Guatemala.  Therefore our government should be able to make requests on the behalf of its citizens and on behalf of the welfare of the 42 remaining children caught in this political mess.  

Casa Quivira families are American citizens who entered into the adoption process in “Good Faith.”  The Guatemalan adoption program has a formal legal process and the Casa Quivira cases should be allowed to continue and follow the legal process and not be halted or delayed. If there is a case against the foster home, that should not cause the babies to be held up or treated as some kind of court collateral.  

We are requesting:

1) That the families affected be made aware of the location of their children, the status of the health and well being of their children.  Additionally, It is in the best interest of the children to be returned to the Casa Quivira facility.

2) That the Casa Quivira cases be allowed to proceed immediately and be processed in a timely manner just like all other 5,000+ in-process adoption cases that are working through the same notarial process which is specified under Guatemalan law. 
We ask that you as our Senator/congress member contact the Department of State Office of Children’s Issues with our requests.

Contact information:

Julie Furuta-Toy,  Director of Office of Children’s Issues 

Phone:  202-736-9083

We also ask that you as my Senator, contact Ambassador Castillo with our requests.

Phone: 202-745-4953 

Best Regards,

